Rheumatology. What should students know?
The majority of patients with rheumatologic problems are seen and followed by nonrheumatologists. Of concern is the perception that a significant number of United States medical schools do not have adequate teaching programs in the rheumatic diseases. Two thousand two hundred and seventy practicing physicians, trainees, and medical students were surveyed in the Intermountain West to determine what they think undergraduate medical students should learn about rheumatology. Most respondents felt that common diseases and problems should be emphasized and that basic skills in history taking and physical examination are more important than disease related information.